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AAEE Annual General Meeting 2009   - Conveners Report  
 

2009 Events and Activities 

2009 has delivered an exciting and diverse program of events for the SA 

Chapter of the Australian Association for Environmental Education. The 

enthusiasm and efforts of new and existing AAEE committee members 

produced some great professional development opportunities for 

members and educators.    

In March, teachers and educators gathered at Tatachilla’s Eco Classroom to 

explore this unique outdoor education resource.  Participants were given a 

tour by the Classroom Coordinator Dolores Amos, who described the 

fantastic opportunities for hands-on environmental and cultural learning 

that the site provided. 

Carbon Trading and Biodiversity credits were the hot topics explored in an 

informative and enjoyable evening held at the Education Development 

Centre in May.  Participants were given an insight and understanding into 

the Carbon Pollution Reduction Scheme, auditing schools with Carbon 

Planet, and explanation of biodiversity credits from Patrick O’Connor. The 

evening covered several perspectives on this topic, with a satirical look on 

carbon trading shown with a short film on ‘Cheat Neutral’, and opportunity 

to play ‘Carbon Monopoly’ created by Tina Bentz. Guests were also given 

time to explore resources brought by NRM Education, Wipe out Waste, 

Urban Biodiversity Unit and Carbon Planet 

With delicious organic and local food always being a feature of AAEE 

events, an entire PD was dedicated to explore the issues surrounding 

sustainable food. ‘Questioning Food Choices’ was held at the Bowden 

Brompton Community Centre, where participants toured the amazing 

community vegetable garden, heard from Elise Harris about the issues and 

the latest educational resources from Francine Smith, from the Global 

Education Centre.  Home-made soup was enjoyed by all, including several 

guests from local food networks and organisations.  

The year is brought to a close with more fun and entertainment at the 

Global Education Centre in Hindmarsh.  Games and resources will be 

explored and discussed over more delicious food and drinks, followed by 

the 2009 Annual General Meeting. 
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Partnerships 

The committee has welcomed several new members, bringing with them 

associations and knowledge from several environmental organisations and 

networks including Department of Environment and Heritage- 

Environmental Education Unit and Urban Forest, and an early childhood 

perspective with Kaarin Wilkinson and others from the Waite Childcare 

Centre.  The Committee this year has explored the opportunity for 

partnership with NRM Education, who delivers similar professional 

development opportunities for environmental educators.  

2009 also saw the establishment of a Scholarship Sub-Committee with the 

aim of establishing and offering scholarships to University education 

students, to be continued in 2010. 

 

 

Communications & Awards 

The AAEE Committee had the pleasure of announcing David Doherty as 

South Australia’s Nomination for the Australian Environmental educator of 

the year for 2009.  David is an extremely deserving winner with many years 

of dedicated and passionate involvement in environmental education and 

AAEE. David’s guidance and efforts with AAEE are greatly valued and 

appreciated by the 2009 Committee. 

Andy has continued to maintain and update our SA AAEE website with 

current links, photos and stories throughout the year.  The young ones of 

the committee, Kel and Kath, splashed AAEE onto the social networking 

pages of ‘facebook’ with a new AAEE group that invites and informs 

members of events, links, photos and stories. 

A fantastic 2009 SouthozEEnews was also put together with input from 

many in the committee. This included the new National AAEE logo and 

design, as will all AAEE documents and materials.  Well done Kelly and 

Claire for all your creative design work this year. 

 

 

Future direction 

The successes and events of 2009 would not have been possible without 

the delightful and dedicated Jacqui Hunter, whether organising speakers, 

dishing out soup or offering creative direction, she has always been a vital 

role in the AAEE committee.  She will be sadly missed as she takes a break 

from AAEE to have a beautiful new baby! All the best Jacqui! 

A big thank you to all of the 2009 Committee, well done! I have greatly 

appreciated being a part of such an amazing, passionate and friendly group 

of people and have really enjoyed the AAEE journey this year.   AAEE in 

2010 will include the National AAEE Conference ‘LEADING CHANGE: LIVING 

FOR ONE PLANET on September 26th -30th in Canberra, as well as continued 

events and support for environmental education and EfS in South 

Australia. 
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